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Psicologia Sociale
SIMPOSIO S.SO.18

EDUCATIONAL ROBOTICS FOR AN INCLUSIVE EDUCATION: 
INTENTION TO USE EDUCATIONAL ROBOTICS AMONG LEARNING 

SUPPORT TEACHERS

Chiara Berti (Dipartimento di Scienze Psicologiche, della Salute e del Territorio, Università degli Studi G. 
d’Annunzio di Chieti-Pescara), Silvia Di Battista (Dipartimento di Scienze Umane e Sociali, Università 
di Bergamo), Monica Pivetti (Dipartimento di Scienze Umane e Sociali, Università di Bergamo), Andrea 
Greco (Dipartimento di Scienze Umane e Sociali, Università di Bergamo)

Teachers play a key role in an inclusive teaching practice via the use of Educational Robotics (ER). In Study 
1, we validated the Unified Theory of Acceptance and Use of Technology directed to measure the acceptance 
of ER in a sample of 319 learning support teachers’ (LST) via structural equation modelling. Results showed 
that perceptions of robotics’ usefulness and adaptability were related to the intention to use ER. In Study 
2, perceptions and intention to use ER with students at an economic, cultural and linguistic disadvantage 
and with neurodevelopmental disorders were measured in 187 LST with different levels of expertise in ER. 
Results showed that, in regard to the economic, cultural and linguistic disadvantages, intention to use was 
related to perception of usefulness and adaptability; in the case of the neurodevelopmental disorders, inten-
tion to use was related to the perception of adaptability and teachers’ expertise. In Study 3, we investigated 
gender-differentiated behavioural intentions of 158 LST reading one of two vignettes regarding a student 
failing an ER activity (a male student or a female student). Results indicated that LST with high levels of 
gender stereotypes declared less intention to use ER with the female student as compared with the male one.


