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In the last sections of the introduction (Mugaddimah), Ibn Khaldiin deals with some
general issues related to languages, then he focuses on the Arabic language by
writing a different outline from the one grammarians usually give. As a matter of
fact, they are bound to a static representation of the linguistic reality, which
ultimately includes only one language, that of the origins, harmonious and perfect,
whose distinctive feature is the 'I°rab. Anything else is considered by them just as a
corrupt form, a barbarization of this one language. The attention to historical and
social changes, instead, allowed Ibn Khaldiin to elaborate a more dynamic model
which embraces the idea of variation, not only synchronically, as it is for
grammarians, also diachronically. Within this model the idea of corruption is just the
beginning of a process of linguistic transformation that led to the appearance of at
least three independent varieties of Arabic, each one with its own features.
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! This paper has been published by Bagatin, M. (2019). LA VARIATION
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