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CARMEN ARGONDIZZO/ ASSUNTACARUSO/ IDA RUFFOLGO

6. The Use of Specialised Corpora:
From Research to Pedagogy

1. Introduction

Corpora are invaluable resources “in order to uacdkie linguistic
patterns which can enable us to make sense ofdlye that language
is used in the construction of discourses” (Bak#&). The linguistic
identification of a given type of discourse aimsofter insights into
teaching a particular genre in the field of Engliglr Specific
Purposes. In this specific context, our researtéréists have focused
on the analysis of specialised corpora involvingveét promotion
texts, on the one hand, and political speechesh®rmther. The first
aspect of the research project aimed at analyziagglt promotion
texts (TPT) using software tools to reveal the nmaaof nature as it
IS represented in these texts and the functionittsgrves within the
texts. The TPT corpus was created to investigadiriguistic devices
used by the producers of the texts to present dstindition as both
producers and readers want it to be. The secorettigpthe research
focused on political speeches concerning the Midaist peace
process. A specialized corpus (Roadmap corpus)cveaded in order
to analyse and compare the metaphors used by litieigos involved
in the peace process. The investigation aimed aivisiy how the
same peace process may be differently conceptdalisedifferent
points in time and by different parties on accoohtifferent socio-

1 Although the authors have contributed to thesgmé chapter as a team, they
have individually devoted more attention to thddwaing sections: Carmen
Argondizzo 1, 3, 6; Assunta (Susie) Caruso 4.21422, 5.2.1; Ida Ruffolo
2,4,41,41.1,5,51.1,5.1.2.
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political factors or ideologies. Several pedagdgagaplications arose
out of these two studies for tertiary students nglish as a Foreign
Language, majoring in Tourism, Communication, Rwdit Science,
Economic and Social Sciences. This chapter briefiports on
research findings and offers extensive reflectionsthe use of the
above mentioned corpora in university classrooringgst where the
aim was to raise students’ awareness on possilsimatches between
saying and meaning (TPT corpus) and on the vasgaatopted by
politicians of different ideologies and culturesemhusing metaphors
(Roadmap corpus). The overall aim was to allow esttsl to bring a
critical mind to readings, while aiding both commpeasion and
production skills and provide them with strategisgpplemented by
concordancing and corpus linguistic techniquescivieinable them to
explain how language is actually used. If succdlgshpplied, this
didactic approach should encourage researcheress ¢n identifying
pedagogical techniques which can transform purénni@ogical
linguistic tools into meaningful teaching and léagnstrategies.

This chapter is organized in three interrelatedices. Firstly,
we focus on the use of two specialised corporawn English
language coursé$eld at the University of Calabria (Italy). Sectynd
we illustrate the course objectives, the corpoedun class, students’
analyses and interpretation. Finally, we express oonclusive
remarks.

2. Theoretical background: Use of specialised @@ n
ESP settings

The role of language corpora and computer tools l&rguage
education is a well-established issue. Indeed, dkier past three
decades, there has been an increasing intereshamtocorpora and

2 Classes were organised at the Faculties of Eciesand Political Science in
the academic year 2011-2012.
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corpus evidence can be applied to the teaching laaching of
languages. This is exemplified by the flourishingrature on the
issue (e.g. Wichmanet al. 1997; Partington 1998; Burnard/McEnery
2000; Aston 2001; Hunston 2002; Astehal. 2004; Sinclair 2004;
Romer 2005; Gavioli 2005; Scott/Tribble 2006). Hoee there are
some criticisms regarding the pedagogical appboatiof corpora.
Widdowson (2000), for instance, highlights thatadedtrieved from a
corpus can be considered partially real since carpprovide
decontexualized language. Therefore, it must bentegtualized in
the classroom. Swales (2002) is skeptical aboufabethat corpora
require a bottom-up approach, while Cook (1998)nmdathat using
frequency lists in a classroom may impoverish |aggu teaching
because these lists focus only on what is frequagher than pointing
out rarer yet more effective expressions. Yet, ssot®lars (Gavioli
2005; Romer 2004, 2006) discuss the potential fismpus data as
course materials and highlight how corpus-derivest@ses have not
fully enriched the teaching and learning environtnand that they
need to be empowered within a classroom. Indeede tis “very little
request from teachers and learners, who eitherdgihe possibility of
using corpora inside classroom activities or dose# their relevance
for teaching/learning” (Gavioli 2005:1). MoreoveRomer (2006)
claims that general and specialized corpora oftduable resources
for both teachers and learners, although they hatebeen fully
applied.

It is interesting to highlight that “there has bewuach interest in
the creation and exploitation of specialised caapior academic and
professional settings” (McEnemgt al. 2006: 60). In fact, in recent
years, studies into professional discourse haven beaitfully
informed by corpora, providing a degree of objettivand
representativeness (McEnemt al 2006). Indeed, corpus-based
analysis is widely used to examine spoken and ewritliscourse in
professional contexts. As suggested by Gavioli $20@here are
essentially two main reasons why EFL/ESP teachbmild use
corpus tools in the classroom: a) corpus work mlesistudents with a
useful source of information about ESP languageaspand b) the
process of ‘search-and-discovery’ implied in thethod of corpus
analysis may facilitate language learning and, etfoee, promote
autonomy in learning language use. Moreover, usorgus tools in
the classroom puts the students at the centreeofetiiching-learning
process (Johns 2002). These are tools that mak&utlent become a
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linguistic researcher who plays an active role irscavering
meaningful patterns of selected lexical items,teglao the learner’s
field of study.

Implementing specialised corpora in ESP classromang be of
great value to ESP teachers and learners thartke tmethodological
advantages that their specificity can lead to; eudéhese types of
corpora are “(1) carefully targeted (2) specializéictures are likely
to occur with more regular patterning and distiidut (3) the
pedagogical goals in terms of how they are usedagptied are likely
to be easier to define and delimit” (O’ Kee#feal. 2007: 198).

3. Teaching and learning context

The study was carried out within an ESP coursestiadents majoring
in Economic and Social Sciences and Political S&eMoreover, one
third of the students in the Economic and Soci&&®es course were
Tourism majors who had chosen the course as ariivelecThe
students, all native speakers of Italian, were legdan their third year
and had already taken two modules (i.e. 30 hoursnpedule) of
English language in the faculty.

The courses, taught by the authors of the predapter, were
an integration of English for Specific PurposesRESvith emphasis
on the language used in politics, advertising amdlipity, marketing
and tourism with a focus on corpus linguistics distourse analysis.
As for the course organization, the teachers meth ggoup twice a
week for five weeks resulting in 30 hours of couvgark. The first
sessions involved an introduction to corpus lingess and
concordancing software which focused on illustgatctoncordance
lines and collocates, while giving examples on hbese tools and
devices could be used to analyse the language. dtamdessions
followed the theoretical introduction in order tovey students the
opportunity to familiarize with the software and warious utilities
(Johns 2002). Subsequently, an in-depth investigabf the two
corpora was carried out, moving into the applicad the language
strategies and corpus tools presented. The follpvaaction will
illustrate the main features of the two corporaduseclass.
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4. The corpora

The two corpora chosen for the study are the TPip@oand the
Roadmap Corpus which respectively consist in traveimotion texts

and political speeches. These two specific corpagee chosen for a
double purpose: to raise students’ awareness dirtheistic devices

in both tourism and political discourse, and toamage students to
adopt a critical approach when analysing a textrddeer, both

corpora were investigated with students enrollediifferent degree
courses in order to compare the results and fe&diam students

with diverse study backgrounds.

4.1. TPT Corpus

The TPT Corpuswas compiled with the aim of reflecting on the
relationship between three areas of research - rlagural
environment, tourism and discourse — and how thlationship is
affected by and affects society as a whole. Theetlyidg idea of the
research carried out using the TPT Corpus was s$oatal and
economic actors, i.e. advertisers and tourism prereurs, are
exploiting the idea of nature by constructing it accordingthe
contemporary ideology and culture.

Moreover, the choice to focus on the concepts ofcecism as
a form of responsible and sustainable tourism wss drawn on a
more personal interest. This interest derives ftbendiscussions and
debates on the definition of ecotourism and eamnftly destinations
aroused in class with students majoring in Toutislthough
students are aware of the principles that ecotoursites should
follow in order to achieve certain goals and besethere is an aspect
on which they fail to respond: how can a tourish@ws not an expert
in this field of research) understand whether téstidation chosen is
truly eco-friendly? Is it a matter of trusting thravel agent? Or do
tourists have to be informed on specific guidelih&ased on these
premises, the discourse used in travel advertigiag analysed with

3 The students weré'year students enrolled in the second level degpeese
in Tourism at the University of Calabria (ltaly).
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the aim of understanding whether advertisers, tragencies, local
communities are promoting real eco-friendly destores or if they
are simply following the trend of the cultural asdcial stances
regarding the environment.

4.1.1. TPT corpus data

The TPT Corpusincludes one main genre type, namely articles in
specialized magazines collected over seven yeagsisply from
January 2003 to March 2010. The articles includetthé corpus were
taken fromTravel Weekly (TWh British periodical, andravel Agent
(TA),an American journal.

The corpus was collected with the aim of invediigp how
travel promotion texts use the termetureandnatural, specifically to
explore whether these terms are used in tourisnertidwng with a
deceptive meaning. In particular, the study intetadsvestigate how
advertisers describe nature and how the searchsteature and
natural are employed within these texts in order to attpautential
‘green tourists’.

In order to build theTPT Corpus the articles were accessed
from the journals’ websites and retrieved throulgé online library
catalogue. The accessibility and the opportunipesvided by this
database enabled the creation of a corpus congaailnthe articles
from 1* January 2003 to $1March 2010 which included the words
nature andnatural in the headline and/or lead and/or in the body of
the text. Once downloaded as PDF files, the astiglere saved in .txt
format in order to be processed by the softwatl@dSmith Tools 5
(Scott 2008). The full size of the corpus constt811,520 running
words. Table 1 shows information regarding TR Corpus.

Tokens Corpus files Concordance hits Concordance hits
for nature for natural
TPT Corpus | 311,520 466 419 606

Table 1.Corpus Data.

As illustrated in the table, two separate queriesevearried out within
the corpus, one fonature and the other fonatural, results showed
419 occurrences afiature and 606 ofnatural. The analysis of the
terms was carried out by focusing on collocatioa, fthe statistical
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tendency of words to co-occur” (Hunston 2002: T2)e collocates of
the two node wordspature and natural, were calculated with a 3:3
span, which is the calculation that “counts thdanees of all words
occurring within a particular span” (Hunston 2089), for example,
three words to the left of the search term andetiverds to the right.
The decision fell upon this particular span sinte tcollocates
obtained seem to be the true collocates of thesweamch terms (Baker
2006). Specifically, this span seems to include dsowhich are
included in the noun phrases containing the woatareandnatural.
Not all lexical items were taken into account foe research: in this
study lexical items specifically refer to nouns awgalifying
adjectives “which seem to be the most suitablegoates to provide a
thorough description of the natural environmentufflo 2011: 44).
In order to fully analyze the significance of caiftes and, therefore,
reveal interesting patterns, a statistical approaas adopted to
identify the lexical attraction between the two Ilgmad words
(Ruffolo 2011); the formula adopted for this stwdgs T-scoré

4.2. Roadmap Corpus

Since Lakoff's influential paper on the metaphosgdi to justify the
war in the Persian Gulf (1991) there have beennabeu of studies of
the metaphors used to talk about war or terrorierg. (Vosset al
1992; Pancake 1993; Rohrer 1995; Sandikcioglu 208Rpff 2001;
Hellin Garcia 2008; Steuter/Willis 2008), but vdiitle has been
published on the metaphors used to describe péec&ridgeman
(2000: 2) argues, despite the value which is giteepeace in political
rhetoric, “it has not proven to be a particularlgliastudied subject
among researchers”. Therefore, the Roadmap corpascampiled to
analyse the use of metaphors for peace in Ameritaagli and
Palestinian political discourse on the Middle Hasace process. The
analysis has been focussed on this particular ppemeess since a
metaphor itself has been used to name it. As Serf2008: 117)
argues:

4 The cut-off point for the analysis of the colites follows Hunston’s (2002)
suggestion that “a t-score of 2 or higher is nolynalken to be significant”
(Hunston 2002: 72).
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First, particular metaphors can be used both tmé&iand ‘frame’ particular
initiatives, with which they become inextricablysasiated. Second, once a
particular metaphor occupies a prominent positiothe public domain, it
can be alluded to and exploited in different wayslifferent participants in
political debates.

Research shows that the use of metaphor in franmaliical
discussion has become a major linguistic devicd, amool used by
politicians to frame political arguments (HellinrGa 2008).

4.2.1. Corpus data

The corpus under investigation here is a specilizepus of political
speeches dealing with the Middle East Roadmap ppemeess. In
order to construct this corpus, speeches and satsngiven by
American President George W. Bush, Israeli Primeistér Ariel
Sharon and Palestinian Authority Prime Minister Mwalud Abbas
during the first four years of the Middle East Raegh peace process
(2002-2005) were collected. This includes a tofabpproximately
30,000 words comprising 20 speeches related to efthac peace
process. A detailed description of the corpus a$ale can be found
in Table 2, which shows the date range, the nurobspeeches, and
the number of words per politician.

Political speeches Date rand;e Number of speeches]{ Number of words/

% of corpus

% of total words

George W. Bush | 2002-2005 7 (35%) 9,669 (32%)
Ariel Sharon 2002-2005 8 (40%) 9,873 (33%)
Mahmoud Abbas | 2003-2005 5 (25%) 10,535 (35%)
Total 20 (100%) 30,077 (100%)

Table 2. Data on the corpus.

The corpus has been divided into 3 sub-corporassio separate the
speeches of each politician, with the speechesolugically ordered
by date.

The following sections will focus on the studengxXperience
working with the corpora in the classroom.
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5. Taking the corpora into the classroom

The investigation of the ways students analyse imerpret the
corpora is the core of this chapter. The followisgctions will
describe the methodological approach employed asscland the
reflections provided by students throughout therseu

5.1. TPT corpus: Methodology employed in class

The initial part of the course was devoted to eflritroduction to the
text genre which students would be analysing, ithteivel promotion
texts. Students were given selected extracts francorpus and then
asked to analyse the collocatesiafureandnaturaf. A second phase
involved a more qualitative investigation with tbeamination of the
selected concordance lines and the surrounding>do-t

As for the analysis of the collocates, studentsewsvited to
focus on the most frequent ones. They immediataticad the
predominance of nouns compared to adjectives, mlerse that was
quite unexpected for them due to the type of tthey were analysing
(promotional and descriptive). In particular, thal@cates that drew
their attention the most wereserve/reservesrails, park andhabitat
all closely related to the idea of preserving amtgrting the
environment, while they focused very little attention the adjectives
identified.

Moving further into the investigation, they weneceuraged to
express their personal interpretation of the calles and explain the
reason why the text producers had chosen to emmpéirg nouns than
adjectives. After looking more carefully at the cordance lines (see
Tables 3 and 4 for samples of concordances giverass) containing
some of the most recurring collocates and guidethbyinstructors in
the analysis, students were able to investigatéettts in-depth.

5 The list of collocates were given to studedtse to limit of time we were not
able to have many hands-on sessions.
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Concordance

as home to the 203-acre Booby Pond Nature  reserve. Encourage clients to visit all

bicycles, tennis and a tour of the Valriche nature reserve. Sample price: Thomson

center and networks of publicly accessible  nature trails and interpretive stations that will

diving, walking, visits to Owen Island, nature trails to explore, biking. Attractions

the Zambezi River. Early risers will enjoy a nature  walk as the islands are home to

Table 3. Sample of concordancesafure

Concordance

Falls Entices Three countries share breath-takingatural  attractions. For years, the world-claps

Vegas. While more of an engineering feat than aatural  attraction, a visit to the dam - one o

Thailand does, and the superlatives don't stop ahatural  attractions. The destination has some

synonymous with the country's exotic appeal andatural  beauty. The hurricane season, whigh

initiatives. Costa Rica's primary appeal isits natural  beauty and attractions, although thils

Table 4. Sample of concordancesafural.

First, they pointed out that the text writers wasing nouns to present
what nature offers rather than describing it wittnagtive adjectives.
Moreover, the specific nouns used, suchasitat reserve trail were
chosen to attract those tourists who want to bevifenmentally
responsible’.

5.1.1. Moving to the qualitative analysis

The second step of the analysis regarded the amabfs the
concordance lines along with the surrounded ca-Extse were used
to identify nature by classifying the collocatescadling to four
different nature categories

6 The classification follows Thelander (2002) &tahsen (2002).
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. Artificial nature Few natural elements are present in the
descriptions of these sites but they are mainlytroiad and
arranged by men. The image of human mastery isrlglea
depicted, while the role of nature is limited.

. Tamed natureThe natural elements are always presented in the
texts with continuous reference to human artefddisreover,
nature is considered as a recreational resoung@yground for
tourists. There is little attention for nature.

. Untamed natureHuman artefacts are present but they do not
dominate the environment. Nature is to be obseriteds a
spectacle thanks to which people experience trditguand a
refuge/escape from the alienating effects of dfey |

. Accessible wild naturethere is little or no human impact.
Nature is exotic and pure. It recalls the ideardbuched nature
that should only be observed.

The following examples illustrate students’ classifion which shows
how their interpretation differed to a certain @ttefrom the
researchers’ assumptidns

The extracts below, both classified by the researcher as
artificial nature, were given to the students who were asked to
highlight the words or expressions that would gutdem in the
understanding of the depiction of nature. In batses, the students
fully agreed with the original classification. Irete the expressions
pointed out by the students highlight how natureoriesented as a
contour of human activities since people’s hapgndses not come
from nature but from the act of being involved ictiaties with
others. The selected iternghlight those elements which suggest how
the natural world is anything but natural.

(2) The administrative capital of South AfricaeRrria, is acity of government
buildings and embassieg..] City highlights National Botanical Gardens: a

7 The researchers mentioned above are the authéhe present chapter. The
categories used in class for the analysis weretiftzh by the authors,
however the students were not given a model cleasdn against which their
answers would be measured. The students’ answaes eeenpared with the
authors’ for the sole purpose of this chapter.

8 Due to space limit, only some examples have heelnded in the present
chapter. For a wider range of examples see Ruffia ).
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mass of subtropical and temperate plants palednature trails and &a
garden (TW36_06.txt)

(2) St Lucia to play on itsatural beauty. [...]
The initiative will cover 74properties divided into five categoriesguest
houses, self-catering apartments, limited servigiels, full service hotels and
villas. The draft plan includes a website, brochure, CD-R®ikrs targeted at
niche market segments, point-of-sale material fggnas, advertising anfém
trips. (TW253_08.txt)

Interestingly enough, there were instances in whioh students’
analysis and classification differed from the reskars’
interpretation. The following extracts were oridipalassified by the
researchers amccessible wild naturesince they express the need and
the willingness to protect and preserve the natwatld in its
authentic state. The students, on the contrarnssified them as
artificial nature, focusing on human mastery and dominance rather
than on the idea of preservation. Indeed, the Uinddrwords in the
following extracts were highlighted by the studerits order to
emphasize the idea of human presence in the natoréd. Although
students’ categorization was well supported by tdw, they were
lacking specific notions on the protection and preation of natural
areas. As a consequence, their interpretation asmsi

3) The GB penchant for a tipple had travelledaasab aemotenature reserve in
Jordan. Relatively new to the concept of ecotourBama was the Jordanian
Royal Society for theConservationof Nature's firstecotourismproject It
becamea protectedreserve in the '90s, thanks to financial suppanfthe
UN. (TW91_03.txt)

4) The Algarve hills invite us to takeng walks [A] great diversity of flora and
fauna that can be observed locations such as the Ria Formosa Natural Park
[...] and Vila Real de Santo Antonio Nature Resefi@me and recharge your
batteriesin the peaceful countryside of the Algarve. (TA56.tx)

(5) Shaumari Nature Reserve: Shaumari weesated as a breeding centre for
endangered wildlife Following breeding programmes with some of the
world's leadingwildlife parks and zoos, the reserve is now a thripiraiected
environment for some of the Middle Eastsestspecies. (TW91_03.txt)
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The second step of the qualitative analysis aintednderstanding
how these travel promotion texts elaborate the afewture and what
functions this idea serves within these texts. flinetions used for the
classification were the followirig

Spiritual function, which recalls a type of natutieat can
provide us with a kind of spiritual therapy helping to ground
and rebalance our lives;

Nourishing/nurturing function, which refers to tmis who
experience nature to renew themselves in orderate fthe
alienating effects of city lif&;

Cultural function, which regards historical-cultunaformation
as well as non-environmental (biological) inforroati

Global Economy function, concerned with economififs that
the tourism companies gain from advertising theinadness of
a location;

Local Economy function, which regards the econobeoefits
of local people and communities in the host areas;
Promotional function, which shows how the concdptaiure is
simply used as a contour, since the natural waeekhs to be
constructed according to society expectations;

Educational function, which refers to all those initiatives
promoting environmental ethic;

Recreational function, which highlights how theumat aspect
of a holiday may hide the pure entertaining featfrthe tourist
location;

Preservative function, which points to the relagioip between
humans and nature as a sort of ‘guardianshipatire;
Aesthetic function, which consists in the consingtof the
physical environment as ‘t&andscape’ not for production yet
embellished for aesthetic appropriation.

The classification follows Hansen and MachinO&0

Although very similar, there is a substantidledence between the two: the
spiritual function refers to an experience of wiltess which leads to the
pleasure and serenity that a place can evoke,dingvtourists with long-term

effects, while the nourishing/nurturing functionshmore short-term benefits,
referring to a type of nature which may offer asseaf tranquillity through the

simple activities provided by the natural world {flo 2011).
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The following extract was classified by students eeamples of
preservative and recreational functions. Generafpgaking, these
texts were written with the aim of attracting teisi with a low level

of environmental commitment (Holden 2008). As wa s&e in the
examples below, nature is mentioned but it is regresented as
something requiring special attention or considenabn behalf of the
tourist, as in other instances already highlightedHolden’s work

(2008).

(6) The island is criss-crossed by trails, albilet! in a Cyprus Nature Trails map
from the CTO, outlining 48&valks taking in the Island‘s beauty spots. The
beauty of Cyprus is its compact size — in winteanyoperators offefree car
hire, so there's no excuse for not getting out and talfdw45_05.txt)

The following extract is an example of how locai@are promoted for
eco-aware tourists who are tourists interestedature and foreign
cultures and/or in conservation programmes. Thig &s well, was
categorized as preservative and recreational bgttiaents:

@) The Free State's natural open spaces haveedreat extensive system of
parks and reserves. In addition to the nearly 3B#@fe Golden Gate
Highlands National Park, there are more than 8@ipaial, municipal, and
privately owned nature parks, nature resengsme reservesand game
farms Within these parks activities includgame viewing, birdwatching,
hiking, horseback riding and 4X4 off-road wdrig. Qwagwa National Park
borders Golden Gate. (TA66_06.txt)

While students reached an agreement on the preexamples, the
extracts below have triggered interesting debatesclass since
students had various ideas and differing intergicata.

Extract (8) has been classified as promotionalnogé students
who focused on human activities with no referenieshe natural
world, while other students considered the samdvides as
references to economic efforts for local sustainmé&hey classified
them as examples of the local economy function whiagards the
economic benefits of local people and communitiethe host areas.
Remarkably enough, the debate focused on how theoetdc aspects
seem to override the environmentalist ones, althoogn attempt to
enhance local income.
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(8) Visit the Domaine Les Pailles, a 1,200-hectaeture park with lots of
facilities including aChinese restaurantnIndian restaurantpizzeriaand a
casina [...] Suitcase essenti@dwimsuit andsuncream (TW27_06)

Another instance, which aroused an interestinglaety debate, was
extract (9): the preservative function versus teeragational one.
Attracting international tourists, who are pure atxmners, may
provide a positive economic contribution to envir@ntal protection,
but may also cause damage to the protected aregs dqeer-
popularity, displacement of indigenous peoples)féto 2011).

9) Portugal's diverse geography offers countlggsons for_nature-loversThe
terrain ranges from rugged mountains and verdargsfs to grass-covered
plains and pristine, sandy beaches. Portugal®mitment to maintaining
ecological balancehas led the country tpreserveits natural beauty by
designating a number of national and natyparks (TA233_03.txt)

5.1.2. Students’ reflections

The students were able to identify a mismatchingvéen saying and
meaning. They suggested that, although the autliocsis on
environmental conservation, there is a major cantmrthe economic
issues and benefits not considered in a sustaimabte Moreover, the
students emphasized that the media, in this caseltpromotion
texts, do not always provide a complete picturesoatourism sites
since essential information for the evaluation bé tlocations is
sometimes missing. Yet, they often point out holmguistic analysis
can help to scratch the surface since the thoroeatling and analysis
of texts can aid innoticing possible mismatching and
inconsistencies and in developing critical thinking

5.2. The Roadmap corpus: methodology employedsgscl

As for the Roadmap corpus which was aimed at amglymetaphors,
the first step was to give students a selectioroatordance lines (76)
of the target domaimpeace taken from the three sub-corpora. The
target domain is the concept that becomes undersfhee more
abstract or unfamiliar concept). It is then relatedhe source domain
which is the other concept which somehow facilgatederstanding
or discussion of the target. We explained to the&lestts that they
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would be carrying out a linguistic analysis as wal a conceptual
metaphor analysis.

mourn the damage done to the hope #feace  the hope of Israel's and the Israg
living side by side in Peace  and security
opposed the Peace  process and seek the destruction
as progress is made towardPeace  settlement activity in the
implementing our road map towardpeace.  Reaching that destination
it is possible to bring Peace  to the Middle East
be true contributions to building Peace  in the region.
It accelerates the Peace  process.
not — and never will be a partner tqpeace.  He does not want peace.
Peace  and terror cannot coexist.
joined with Arafat and sabotaged thé?eace  process with a series of the mos
are the primary obstacle to anyPeace  process.
nflict and destroying and chance for peace. This is another attempt to
towards an Israeli partner for makingpeace.  But partnership is not

Table 5. Sample of concordancesfeace

The MIPVU procedure (Steest al 2010) was selected for the first
part of the analysis, i.e. metaphor identificatisimce it is made up of
a precise set of guidelines which allows for thestematic
identification of linguistic metaphors. After readi the text for
general understanding, the first step is to identife lexical units.
Then, the main line of research is to find the ertuital meaning of
the lexical unit. The contextual meaning is thempared to a more
basic meaning of the lexical unit. This is donehwihe help of
dictionaries. MIPVU generally works with the Machait English
Dictionary when making decisions about contextualanings and
basic meanings since this dictionary is contemporard corpus-
based. After this, it should be examined if the tweanings can be
contrasted and compared. When deciding about mrifidistinctness,
the MIPVU guidelines state that when a lexical s more than one
separate numbered sense description within its rpegtical category,
these senses are regarded as sufficiently distivieen a lexical unit
has only one numbered sense description withingieammatical
category, this counts as the basic sense and éfeyedice with the
contextual sense of the item under investigatioll wbunt as
sufficient distinctness. When this is the casenttie lexical unit can
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be marked as a metaphor related word (MRW). Oware$ involved

analysing every single lexical unit in the politispeeches in order to
decide whether it could be coded as a metaphaecklord or not.

MRWs are seen as potential expressions of undegrlyietaphorical

mappings, those which indicate the source domaia ofetaphor. It

would have been extremely time consuming and rlevaet for this

project to do the same with the students. Thereforeclass the

students were asked to work only with the wordsimdted by the

instructors. Let us take this sentence from oneAnél Sharon’s

speeches as an example:

(20) It is true that this is not a shiningath which will lead us to instant, magical
solutions, but | am certain that only gging forwardin thisdirection, stepby
step will we be able to achieve security for the ldrpeople, andeachthe
peace we all yearn for (Sharon_Herzliya_12.02)

The students analysed all the words in italicsjdieg together both
on the contextual meanings and the basic meaniimdhis sentence,
for instance, the contextual meaningpathis ‘the way that someone
takes to achieve something’, and the basic, monerete meaning is
‘a way from one place to another that people cak alang’.

All the words highlighted by the instructors areRW¥s. Our
objective here was for the students to understaridnasource domain
the metaphor keyword could belong to, rather thastidk on
metaphoricity or not.

Once all the metaphor keywords had been analytesl,
metaphorical expressions were grouped togetherdiogpto source
domain. The students decided together on the nameath category.
The identified source domains are the followingOVEMENT/
JOURNEY, PERSONIFICATION BUSINESS BUILDING, DESTRUCTION
CONFLICT, LIGHT, PLANT, GAME, RELIGION, andDEATH.

The next step was to come up with a mapping stredietween
the source and the target domain. Here we havedhrespondences
between the target domamEACE and the source domaimVEMENT/
JOURNEY. Based on their analysis of the concordance liseglents
saw the following correspondences:

. The peace process is a path / road / track
. Implementation of the peace process is movemewaiwal /
direction
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. Rejection of the peace process is lack of moverhepposite
direction

. Participants in the peace process are travellers

. Peace is a destination

These tasks were carried out to teach the stuttemtsteps involved in
identifying metaphor keywords and source domaired, the students
did not analyse all the speeches in detail.

In the final sessions, we asked the studentsrty oat the same
steps we had previously followed when using theptarconcordance
lines. The students analysed one speech per politiclere we will be
looking at an example of just one speech. Togetligr the students
we chose a statement given by Prime Minister Shatoa meeting
with Palestinian Prime Minister Abbas in JerusalemJuly 1, 2003.
This speech was selected because we calculatethth#arget word
peacewas used approximately once every 44 words, makiing
speech one of his most important ‘peace speecege again, the
students concordanced the target donpe&iace/processThey carried
out a MIPVU analysis and identified the followingeywvords:
promote, lead, seek, extend (your) hand, pursueepcompromises,
collapse, derail, move, forward, step, take, adeative, side by side,
neighbour

Working in groups, students tried to explain tleason why
certain keywords were used within the speech ahalexy A non-
critical reading of metaphors, as in the exam@eat| extends a hand
In peace’, exposes its positive side: good willjrtesy, reconciliation
and a sincere readiness to make peace (Gavriely29a0). A more
critical reading however, reveals the opposite.ebd the students
reported that it actually shows Sharon’s intenthighlight ‘us’ vs.
‘them’, the Israelis as the good neighbours extegdneir hand, and
the Palestinians as the opponents who refuse ¢oitakharon depicts
the Palestinians as the evil opponents who aregry® make the
peace process collapse and trying to derail angilptiy of peace.
Sharon, on the other hand, is the good partnerig/iglling to pay a
painful price and make painful compromises for pedtear the end
of the speech, he does however, bring the two gmartbgether
showing them taking bilateral steps towards théinkson peace.
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5.2.1. Students’ reflections

The students’ overall interpretation of the speeciderlined that,
within a peace framework, Sharon was presumablififegfing his
policy towards terror and actually participating a Just War
discourse. The metaphors in Sharon's peace disscans used to
construct a positive self-image of the nation a#l a® of himself by
demonstrating sensitivity to the positive socialuea yearning for
peace. Metaphors like ‘we extend our hand in peaoghasize the
perceived asymmetry between the opponents. Indetit
identification of underlying conceptual metaphorsl dhe way they
are represented in a text linguistically can prewite students with an
organizational framework and shed light on the chalf lexical items
that at first glance may seem almost random. Arremess of the use
of metaphor and the manner in which it may be céfidly employed
by politicians of different ideologies and/or culs encourage deeper
insights into a text, allowing students to bringc@tical mind to
readings and aiding both comprehension and, evéntypaoduction
skills.

6. Conclusions

This chapter has outlined how the use of specthliserpora in
professional and academic settings is highly bersfifor both
teachers and students. Corpus data can providemaadlasses with
invaluable information regarding the language aniscalirse
employed in specific areas, the description oftéxt and the general
socio-cultural contexts in which they are producddhe chapter
described some activities that could help studampisroach corpus
tools and strategies with the aim of investigatisgecialized
discourse. The core aspect of these tasks is e ratudents’
awareness of this type of analysis and of its irngyae for their own
language learning in LSP settings (Gavioli 2001jisTproject, carried
out at the University of Calabria in the degreerses of Political
Science and Economic and Social Sciences, hasdniigélighted
how learners can become aware that corpora can dmningful
resources to understand underlying discourse wémttances critical
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reading. Although the degree of motivation and #tigude varied

when the students from the two degree courses agiped the text for
the first time, no significant difference was foumdcomparing the

feedback obtained at the end of the course frordesits with a

different academic field background. Students wswsenehow, and
maybe appropriately, reluctant when presented withiopic less

meaningful for their study interest. Yet, when esgd to corpora
related to topics linked with their study field etleffort put forward

and the interest shown in carrying out the actsitivere the same
among all students. This shows how relevant togiecsion is in the

didactic process. Moreover, the students involvedhis experience
highly appreciated the final course assignment whégjuired them to
accomplish the following interrelated tasks: pariorg a linguistic

analysis using the concordancing software andegfied presented in
class, compile a mini-corpus, and present the oonpus they had
created at the oral exam. Thus, their overall pesiieedback on the
different actions carried out in class was preciangsut for the

research team and an encouragement for implemeoiiiveg didactic

activities which could give further emphasis to tpeoductive

application of corpora in the academic classroom.
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