
What rights do I have as a lesbian, bisexual or trans sexual (LBT) survivor of 
domestic and dating violence? How do I know if I am in an abusive relation-
ship with my female same-sex partner? How can I stop her? By providing an 
answer to these questions, the present study aims to deepen the knowl-
edge and understanding of the nature of domestic violence involving female 
same-sex partners and dating violence against trans women and related 
issues in some of the jurisdictions of the European Union, namely Bulgaria, 
Belgium, Croatia, Hungary, Italy, Lithuania, Portugal, and United Kingdom. 
The research, which led to this book and the book itself, represent core ac-
tivities implemented within the project Bleeding Love: Raising Awareness 
on Domestic and Dating Violence Against Lesbians and Transwomen in the 
European Union, which has been co-financed by the DG Justice of the EU 
Commission under the specific programme “Daphne 2007-2013”.

The University of Brescia is a medium-size university and offers quality pro-
grams and competitive research in areas related to Health, Law, Engineer-
ing and Economics. The University’s aim is to improve, continuously, the 
quality of life of the people and the environment of Brescia, Italy, and the 
world at large, by generating integrated cultural and technical knowledge 
and by providing training and tools to address the challenges of our times. 
The University of Brescia was the leader of the project Bleeding Love.

Avvocatura per i Diritti LGBTI – Rete Lenford is an Italian association found-
ed in 2007 with the aim of supporting the rights of LGBTI people in Italy. 
The members of Avvocatura are jurists, lawyers and legal practitioners. In 
addition to providing legal assistance, Avvocatura per i Diritti LGBTI plays 
an important role in delivering conferences drawing on the knowledge of 
national and international experts. Other activities include advocacy, re-
search and publication of studies concerned with LGBTI issues. Avvocatura 
per i Diritti LGBTI – Rete Lenford was the partner in charge of the research of 
the project Bleeding Love in Italy.

Giacomo Viggiani is a Research Fellow in the Philosophy of Law at the Uni-
versity of Brescia and coordinator of the project Bleeding Love. He is mem-
ber of the editorial board of the Journal of Gender Studies, external expert 
for the European Commission in the framework of the Justice Programme 
and the Rights, Equality and Citizenship Programme (2014-2020), and SOGI 
expert for the Council of Europe. 
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