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MARGARET RASULO

Contagion and Tactical Diffusion of Radicalization
Discourse

The time has come for someone to say, Stop it.
Stop sensationalizing the violence.
Stop triggering violent behaviors now.
(Coleman 2004)

1. Introduction

In recent years, the terrorist groups Al-Qaedd&@Arabian Peninsula
(AQAP) and the Islamic State in lraq and Syria fSlhave
demonstrated remarkable ability in effectively exiphg digital media
to recruit and radicalize young Muslim and non-Nmsimen from
around the world. Online materials containing testopropaganda
narratives have garnered attention from researctMichael 2013)
who have focused their investigations on the rofe ntodern
technology of all forms, the Internet in generald aligital magazines
in particular, in facilitating the radicalizatiomqzess at a time when
both extremist groups have begun to progressiwslg their territorial
strongholds along with their direct control of ngitment activities
(McFarlane 2010). Specifically concerning the gahexim of this
study, the starting point is to unravel the navettithat are embedded
in the visual and verbal meaning-making resourcKsess/van
Leeuwen 2006) ofnspire and Rumiyah the two English-language

! Coleman 2004<http://www.lorencoleman.com/copycateffect/recommagitd
ns.htm>. Retrieved March 2017.
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digital magazines published respectively by AQARI d8IS. At a
more granular level, the study explores how thegxisting beliefs of
potential recruits are expertly steered into echantbers with the
purpose of amplifyingihadi ideology and its extremist messades.
The jihad concept underpins this investigation as it is thieagipal
instigator of the terrorist activity described hardor this reason, it is
to be understood not in its original spiritual miegnin Islam, but as
the violent-based ideological distortion of the daperated at the
hands of the militant groups who have aligned thiétary and
offensive aspects gihad with its more religious conceptualizations.

The groundwork necessary for the realization of teiudy,
whose core issues are centered around the conéepbriagion
through persuasion’, was prepared by conductintpsecscrutiny of
two mainstream news media tenets: guaranteeingtetieg of the
truth’ (Rendall 2018}, and the conceptualization of knowledge as a
way of getting at a ‘justified true belief” (Plato Boghossian 2006).
The word ‘belief’ in the context of this study ianstruct that refers
to a sustainably true proposition of some kind dwhes across as a
fact occurring in reality (Dorsch 2016). The editaf Inspire and
Rumiyahknow only too well how to harbor a belief, turnimto a
necessary truth, and spread it as necessary kngavled the
radicalization process.

Closely linked to the intricate process of the elismation of
truth is the concept of persuasion as it feeds @ of the main
qualities of truth: credibility. Leveraging disciws features that

2 <https://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/09/us/americatigacted-to-isis-find-an-
echo-chamber-on-social-media.html>. Retrieved Maly 2017.
3 By advocating the removal &&fir (those who disbelieve in Allahjhad has

two distinct typologies. The Great@nad is a personal struggle to fulfill what
is right. On account of human pride, selfishnessl sinfulness, believers
must continually wrestle with themselves and acd@hpwhat is right and
good. The lessdgihad refers to the external, physical effort to defésldm
(including terrorism) when the Muslim community isnder attack:
<https://lwww.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/..1/B2_ch_1.pdf>. Retrieved
January 24th, 2018.

4 Rendall 2018. <https://fair.org/home/you-have-&vdtjournalists-who-are-
committed-to-getting-at-the-truth/>. Retrieved Felyu7th, 2018.
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appear to be credible, persuasion attempts to geple to act, and
persuaders seek, for whatever purpose, to bringtaihange Indeed,

terrorist groups are expert users of the art obymsion to trigger
contagious behavior, transmissible across countaesl across
cultures (Mozaffari 2007; Jowett/O’'Donnell 2012:Sgmuel-Azraret

al. 2015) for radicalization purposes.

1.1. (Self)-radicalization and discourse

Radicalization is a layered concept and a problenaie to define
due to its many different processes and manifeststi This is
especially true of online radicalization, or selfiicalization, which is
defined by the significantly diverse experienceshemdividual has
with the virtual world. McCauley and Moskalenko yiae a useful
way to approach a broad definition of the phenomeasbich best fits
the context of this study. They (2008: 416) sthsd:t

radicalization means change in beliefs, feelings] bBehaviors in directions
that increasingly justify intergroup violence arehthnd sacrifice in defense of
the group.

Self-radicalization conducted in the so-caljgthdispheres(Conway
2012; Ducol 2012) requires accessibility to materthat display a
particular kind of discourse which focuses heawiy legitimization
processes in order to normalize a certain viewhefworld and pass it
on as the truth. Radicalization discourse containethe visual and
verbal resources of this study’s terrorist digitehgazines is replete
with indoctrination processes and condemnation estiéfn countries
(crusaders) and their non-Western allies (infidéfsiti-defamation
League, 2014.

However, initiating a process of radicalization slo@ot
necessarily lead to successful adherence to gralues and ideology.
It is this study’s view that young potential re¢suare guided towards

<http://pathosethoslogos.com/>. Retrieved danR018.
6 <https://www.adl.org/education/resources/toold-atrategies/myths-and-
facts-about-muslim-people-and-islam>. Retrieved dgn&th, 2018.
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full understanding and participation by means opuarization of
contextual resources (Ciapuscio 2003; Calsamighia/\Dijk 2004;
Gotti 2014; Bondi 2015). By leveraging strategids oelevance,
frequency and accessibility (Chong/Druckman 2007gsources, this
process affords recruits the opportunity to famiia with the rules,
regulations, customs, and symbolism of this padicgontext thus
ensuring full participation and commitment to tlaeise.

1.3 Research questions

The study is guided by an overarching researchtipmes/hich aims
to investigate the extent to which media are resibbm in provoking
contagion processes. From this more general condbm study
focuses on how radicalization discourse is persesconstrued and
disseminated in digital magazingerough Western-like reporting
style and design features.

Related to the role of narratives that are embeddethese
features, the study also questions the extent tichwpopularization
processes, involving the tactics of relevance, deegy and
accessibility, transform these narratives intoieasrof contagion. The
importance of pursuing this research focus stems fthe evidence
that most radicalization activities are now beingducted away from
terrorist territory (Kohlmann 2008; Venhaus 201@nplying that the
endurance of these groups and thiead ideology (Kohlmann 2008)
heavily relies on the recruitment potential of nedi contact.

2. Contagion and learnable behaviors

Justification of what is perceived as the truth inades the young
recruit to the point of adhering to the teachindstle terrorist

7 Venhaus 2010. https://www.usip.org/sites/defaldgISR236Venhaus.pdf>.
Retrieved January®32018.
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narratives fabricated as the perennial cosmic gteugf thejihad
against the infidels.

The persuasive element that triggers contagionasgew into
the pages of terrorist digital magazines by follogviwo tactical steps:
firstly, violent terrorist information is embeddedithin other
seemingly less extreme narratives that are desigoekkgitimize,
justify and inspire engagement in violence; secgnehcouragement
to take action, especially following lone-wolf atks or suicide
bombings, is strongly reinforced. If follows thagetultimate aim is to
induce copycat behavior and possibly copycat e@tasos 2009).

2.1 Inspirational contagion and media responsibilit

The media have a responsibility towards what thessgnt to their
audiences; they can shape reality and mold atstwowards certain
issues. This general view on media accountabltityyever, has been
strongly debated throughodhe decade$especially regarding the
reporting of terrorism, which has attracted streemguments and
counter-arguments about the possible connectiotwelba media
content and contagion. Some experts sustain thdianmutlets are
carriers tout-court of contagion-inducing messa@é&scos 2009), and
strongly uphold that susceptible individuals andugps imitate
violence that they consider to be particularly e(@ageman 2009).
Conversely, there are other experts who acknowledgeertain
amount of media responsibility, but also hold tiiere is insufficient
evidence to support any direct relation betweenianadd contagious
behavior, also owing to the fact that mitigatingctéas are often
adopted in reports to restrain or dampen possiets of contagion
(Coleman 2004).

There are two contagion mechanisms that shed dighibe role
of the media in the reporting of terrorism; thesffiis known as
copycat contagion, and the second is inspirationahtagion

8 <https://www.huffingtonpost.com/terry-newell/aizéns-view-the-respo_
b_8855328.html>. Retrieved Februak), 2018.
9 Sageman 2009. <http://foreignpolicy.com/2009/8aHE-next-generation-of-

terror/>.Retrieved February 4th, 2018.
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(Sedgwick 2007; Nacos 2009; Kathman 2011). The éornis
described as being a cause and effect event prdumkenimicking a
particular terrorist technique or a general testostrategy that has
already been put into action. In fact, this typecoftagion is thought
to be mainly media inspired as it involves a higiiume of news
coverage about terrorist attacks (Picard 1991; &un?008;
Weimann/Winn 1994). The latter, originating frone tastablishment
of Al-Qaeda and ISIS (Sedgwick 2007; Sageman 20688)pt only
the most alarming as it has the power to manipubataght processes,
but it is also the most homegrown, or less confitederritorial
spaces, thus more conducive to the formation of gewps and cells
away from the direct control of the mother orgaticza This study
focuses on this second and more dangerous type réfias on
inspiration as agent provocateur of contagion.

3. Dissemination of narratives and recruitmentelriv

As mentioned in the introduction, for radicalizatido occur, the
‘truths’ embedded in this kind of discourse must dmepted and
interiorized by the recruits. This occurs by reiugrthe narratives
accessible through a process of dissemination,wdnécurs through a
process that is similar to the popularization ofcdurse-specific
concepts to non-experts who have expressed a\atpch becoming

part of a community (Calsamiglia/Van Dijk, 2004)hel process of
popularization has often been described as a refation process
“modeled to suit a new target audience” (Gotti 2094 so that the
great popularizer becomes the liaison between whdtidden and
complex, and what should be understood (Gotti 2@ighdi 2015).

Applying these important general popularization apts to

radicalization discourse construction implies reteatualizing (Gotti

2014) the perceived needs of potential recruitsuich a way that they
become comprehensible versions of that religiousolmhy and

symbolism that terrorist groups foreground for odonent purposes.
Thus, various strategies or semantic means thatused in other
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contexts for the transformation of specialized kleage into
‘everyday’ or ‘lay’ knowledge- such as explanations, reformulations,
paraphrasing and definitionrsare communicated through visual and
verbal resources in the composition of images,iartie storytelling
functions of their narratives.

But how does this actually happen? How is this Kedge
reformulated, re-contextualized and actualizedd&yving on Chong
and Drukman’s theory of frames in news reportin@0@ and
Entman’s work on the persuasive force of frame®8)9this study
posits that the credibility of terrorist narrativisstied to three main
variables, considered in this context as dissemoinatacilitators:
frequency, or the use akcurrent images and recurrent structures;
accessibility, or the facilitation of message coamansibility;
relevance, or the perceived closeness to recraitéivational interests
and goals (Chong/Drukman 2007). These three tagtiostruct a sort
of apprenticeship model (Lave/Wenger 199i)ich leads the recruit
from peripheral (lay person) to full participatidqexpert). In this
process, the reader becomes progressively engaiytah¢ 2005) by
a language that is replete with sayings and prorements of the
Prophet Muhammad, followed by dichotomies, wordypfegures of
speech, repetitions, analogies, puns and religioasiotations which
are put to play within captivating characterizaioand narrative
frameworks whose intricacies conceal contagionteggias (Rasulo
2018).

3.1 “Terrorists are made, they are not botf”

A full comprehension of how these magazines sububss
disseminate their content must be backed by anrstaafeling of the
motivational drives or radicalization catalysts ttladuce potential
recruits to embrace thihad cause. The ones presented in this study
fall into three broad categories:

10 Moghaddam 2006https://calhoun.nps.edu/bitstream/handle/> . Retdev
September 2018.
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1. Ideological: acquiring an ideal status compaedhe current
damaged status;
2. Personal: adhering to the common quest for ifgignce

(Kruglanski/Orehek 2011) as a means of self-acaabn
(Connell 1987; Connell/Messerschmaft05);
3. Social: conforming to duty and group obligaso

Radicalization discourse capitalizes on these caleembedding
them intojihad narratives which, according to Halversetnal (2011:
14), are

coherent systems of interrelated and sequentiadigrozed stories that share a
common rhetorical desire to resolve a conflict kstablishing audience
expectations according to the known trajectories[tbkir] literary and
rhetorical form.

The narratives contained in this study’s magaziiged in Table 1

have been developed by the author of this papeey Terform

different functions involving both tragic and aplyic elements
(Smith  2005) used to frameMuslim suffering, invasion and
destruction of Muslim lands, resulting in the regamatation of the
world as two opposing factions: jihadism against\tYest; the former
fighting through themighty mujahideett to establish the worldwide
Khilafah (Caliphate); the latter waging an unjustrwn Islam, led by
crusader nations supported Muslim apostates (tawggh

u The plural form ofmujahid holy knights of Allah who are willing to sacriic
their lives for the sake of Allah (cf. <https://wwithvoughtco.com/the-
mujahideen-of-afghanistan195373>. Retrieved Jariiiry2018.

12 “People who rule by other than what Allah or Hiessenger rule” (cf.
<https://salafmanhaj.wordpress.com/tag/tawaghit/>tri®ed January 8th,
2018).
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The crusader/infidel narrative: Historical injustice due to the violence inflicte
destruction, revenge, hate, ridiculeupon the forefathers in the name of Christianity.
shame, emasculation. Unworthiness of those who either do not identify
Accessibility of concept with Muslims or do not support or conform fo
ISIS’sjihad ideology.
Role of the warriors and perpetrators of extreme
violence and sacrifice in the name of Allah:

- protectors of the faith, women and children
- curators of superhero qualities

o

The superhero narrative:

kill, avenge, claim, punish,
instigate, threaten , vs.

protect, rule by example, inspire,

believe. - good heartedness, compassion, empathy,
Frequency of character-building righteousness
features

- lone-wolf: unbending, avenger, martyr
Familial patriarchal behavior in welcoming al
brothers irjihad, in faith, in violence:
- utopian representation of reality

The brotherhood narrative:
belongingness,
(media)indoctrination, training,

victory, dominance, power.
Frequency of behaviors

- self-celebratory actions

The quest for significance
narrative:

identity,

status re-appropriation,
responsibility,

accountability.

Relevance of motivational drives

Re-appropriation of a downgraded identity
the hands of the Western world:

- satisfying the powerful self-actualizatig
drive

- bearers of change:
- info-shrewdness that safeguards traditjon

at

=]

while including modernity

Table 1. Narrative frames.

The narratives in Table 1 are compelling stories tloé world
according to the terrorist groups. Hence, the ahofadescribing them
as frames which explicate functions that are sintdathose found in
news reporting as they are relatable and memorabletheir
explanations of ideas and conditions, exemplifrethie manipulation
of Islamic religious and historical sources. Eaalrative listed in the
left column is explained by using a set of verbd anuns that best
describe the narrative actions, emotions and belgvand further
identified with the primary dissemination tacti@tlbest expresses its
function. The column on the right further expandseach narrative
by revealing embedded meanings, values and beliefs.
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4. The corpus

The corpus of this study ,described in Table 2nmises a collection
of 300 photographs selected frdnspire and Rumiyah To facilitate
the coding process as well as data readabilityjitfages from both
magazines were first grouped together as imageasetyding to the
narrative frames and popularization tactics listed’able 1, further
referenced in footnotes in terms of magazine tidspye and page
number.

Inspire 16 issues Rumiyah:13 issues
Affiliation: Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Affiliation: the Islamic State
Peninsula (AQAP) - Al-Hayat Media Centre
- Al-Malahem Foundation - publication date: September 2016
- publication date: June 2010 to September 2017.

November 201¢

Table 2. The corpus: Issuesloépire andRumiyah'3

13 <https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/mediagroups.htnitetrieved December 12
2017.
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Figure 1.Inspire (Issuelb5) front and signature back covrumiyah(lssue 4) front
and signature back cover.

Inspire first came out in 2010 (Figure 1 - top). The mages
language was English in order to reach out to theng Muslim men
who were either born or living in the Western worldreated by
members of AQAP, the purpose of the magazine ime@fin the first
few pages, where they quote a verse fromQe'an: “Allah says:
‘And inspire the believers to fightal Anfat 65). It is from this verse
that we derive the name of our new magazihesgire, Issue 1, p. 2).
With its Koran-style commentary and crude Al-Qapdapaganda, as
well as a slick strikingly-Western production (Atwa2015), the
magazine seems to be specifically concentrated rving new
recruits to action by emphasizing a do-it-yoursethos which
provides advice on bomb-making, encryption, martufamy poisons
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or conducting surveillance, regularly publishedeisch issue in the
‘Open source Jihddection (Lemieux 2016%

Rumiyah (Figure 1 - bottom) is the second official ISIS
magazine published after the more fam@adbiqg, both produced by
the al-Hayat Media Centre The name means ‘Rome’ in ancient
Arabic, but they claim that this name is a refeeec the entire
“Christian” West, although the militant group hasd been striving
to conquer the Eternal City as it represents thaimoation of the
ancient civilization early Muslims fought againsRumiyals aim is
to disseminate to a greater extent the group’slaggoby making use
of the same recruiting propaganda of the earlieganimes, while
emphasizing the importance of increasing terraitdcks, including
the lone-wolf assaults recommendediigpire®

5. Methodological framework and procedure

As aforementioned, the study’s methodological madées heavily
on Kress and van Leeuwen’s social semiotic appréachultimodal
analysis (Kress/ van Leeuwen 2001, 2006; van LerW2Q85; Kress
2010) which draws on Halliday’'s Systemic Functiohahguistics
(1985) with its ideational, interpersonal and tektmetafunctions.
Kress and van Leeuwen aligned Halliday’s metafanstito their own
representational, interactional and compositionatieh and applied it
to the analysis of visual images. The interest inltivhodality has
progressively included the core issues of othertichs€iplinary
approaches such as Critical Discourse Analysis (CDAan Dijk
2003; van Leeuwen 2008; Wodak/Meyer 2009; Fairdio@§10),

14 <http://www.psychologytoday.comblog/dangerous-asi2012016/inspire-
magazine-and-the-rise-the-do-it-yourself-jihadisbetober &, 2017.

15 <https://clarionproject.org/islamic-state-isid-gropaganda-magazine>.
Retrieved Septembei"92017.
16 <http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-éaist-propaganda-

terror-group-lossessyria-irag-a7228286.html>. Re¢deSeptember 9th,
2017.
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making it possible to move beyond the describaldpeets of
multimodal discourse in order to raise awarenesthefrelationship
between verbal and visual texts (van Leeuwen 2P083). The result
of this multidisciplinary perspective is the appmbaof Multimodal
Critical Discourse Analysis (MCDA) which identifidsow images,
photographs, diagrams and graphics work to creaaning through
specific choices made by the author of the visualverbal texts
(Machin/Mayr 2012; van Leeuwen 2008, 2013;). T tlegard, it is
important to clarify that this study’s critique ot extended to the
discussion of specific political, religious or idegical interpretations
that may be inferred from the findings; these issalene deserve an
extensive discussion in the complex area of tesmori

The multidisciplinary analysis tool employed is three-
dimensional framework (Figure 2) which comprises thatures of
Kress and van Leeuwen’s metafunctions and the Vedsurces
provided by features of informative and imaginataeguage.

NVISU AL Representational Interactional | Compositional
Idenvity and Vectors: Information
actiom: evelme, garze value:
Ppartcipants, actors, distance Erven new
gosals, carmiers 1dez] real

Seatas:
frame shots Salience
Frammg
Miodaliny
& 9 <9 g
VERBAL

Informartive language:

represents conveymg ideas mm arational fashson a call
action bazed on convincing arguments: religicus savings.
pPromcuncements, connotanons, jihadist terms;
Imaginative language

represents emotonal drivers of mouvanon;
ranonality: word play

figures of speach, puns, hate terms;

deviates

Figure 2. Visual and Verbal Resources FrameworkniARaysoret al 2002)

Concerning the visual analysis, the representdtioesources will
allow us to identify what is happening in the pret in terms of
actions, participants and structural functions esdlee in both
narrative and conceptual processes; the interadtioesources
illustrate the triptych relationship of image-viewwoducer on the
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basis of vectors of contact and status positionihg; compositional
metafunction represents the image as a whole wheaspects of
truth, credibility, influence and perspective asgaaled. As for
the analysis of the verbal resources, which aré guad parcel of the
structural elements of the image itself, the gsigrtpoint is the
repertoire of semiotic resources related to the afuattions,
supported by a more specific focus on the informeadéind imaginative
functions of language as these resources afforddhsibility to move
towards a more specialized and critical interpretadf the data.

6. Findings and discussion

A full multimodal analysis on image sets such &dhes presented in
this corpus requires space which is limited in thégper. Images do
not structure and order the world in the same wajaaguage does,
which means that certain aspects of the image adensalient

through semiotic choices such as gaze, light, atat as well as other
contextual features of the situation. Therefore chgosing the most
significant and exemplary features of an image e, underlying

concept or idea is brought to light. In truth, sazalg every single

feature, including the ones that do not add to tbancept’s

understanding, would probably distract the reademfthe intended
focus.

6.1 Us vs. Them (Crusader/Infidel)

The image sets 1 and 2 in Figure 3 represent ttemtion of the

terrorist groups to subjugate and shame the Crusaddehe West for
what they perceive as an unjust domination of tet of the world.
The main element in set 1 is how the actors artungid: they are
characterized as helpless individuals capturednikwaard situations;
scratching their head or looking angry or puzziasl,in the case of
Obama. The second element draws on the resouramagfinative
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language with word play and puns. President Netanyaecomes
‘Rottnyahu’, Anthony Weiner’s last name is ridicdiléor its double
meaning in English, while Obama is attributed tHarhpty Dumpty’
nursery rhyme, with a clear reference to a king whabout to fall
and break. The masked instigation in this last inagtrengthened by
the high value in terms of ‘credibility’. Indeed, is placed in the
lower half of the frame compared to the othershie et whose
proposition occupies the ‘ideal’ or propositionap thalf.

Set 2 images portray the ‘wicked’ crusaders andirnffidels
(kuffar), the hypocrites who betrayed their own peoplethe last
picture, the two world leaders, whose handshakerscoutside’ the
frame, are labeled asdhwat, which is a city in Syria, but used here
to mean apostafé.ISIS often uses discursive terms for shaping the
world according to their own view and with the pestion of history
through a unique lens.

1 Sahwa means awakening. It carries numerous mearingscurrently it
references the Sunni tribes of Anbar rising up regtaal-Qaeda in Irag. It is
also used as a derogatory term referring to Musliespecially Sunni) who
side against the jihadists. It can also refer eorttajor Salafi political block in
Saudi Arabia that was heavily repressed by thediSgwovernment in the
1990s: <https://historyxisis.com/tag/sahwat/>. Read September 10th,
2017.
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Figure 3. Crusaders and Infidéfs.

The third set of images emphasizes the wmmititad (apostate)
narrative (Figure 4). The conspiring gaze of the twlitical leaders,
who are looking away from the viewer and from eatifer, indicates
a sort of machination. These images, set agaiosteol backgrounds,
focus on metonymic enactments using symbolic prdpe broken
cross indicates a long-gone struggle, while thg #lad the gun in the
hands of the lone-wolf warriors promise resolutdoa¢ the former,
completely covered by the ISIS flag, is promisimgilslamic State; the
latter, whose silhouette is set against a fiery, gkynore of a utopian
promise of regaining power at all cost¥e exterminate the

18 Set 1linspirg, 10(9); 3(12); 7(14); 13(24). Set Rumiyah 3(8); 4(20); 4(6);
5(2).
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Mushrikin!® or Die Trying In reference to accessibility of message
significance, image sets 1-3 in Figures 3 and tenate the crusader
narrative whose annihilation can only be achievedha hands of
determined and convinced warriors.

e the Mosheikin
O Die Trying

ither We Exteconlog

Figure 4. Destroying the crusaders and the infitfels

Set 1 of Figure 5 is a selection of images in whieferences to
America are in abundance. The fixation with the US#l the strong
will to destroy its over incumbent culture is ditried, to a greater
extent, to Al-Qaeda’s ideology, and thus more festly portrayed in
Inspire magazine. However, these references can also ured fm
ISIS’s Rumiyah The images in set 1 contain the element of threat
emphasized by the large red number reporting looke-attacks as
well as by the warning expressed ldgas do not need VISA8age.
The texts Did you know that.,. and ‘1 am proud to be a traitor to
America) the latter written on a suitcase, highlight this vs. thefn
polarization.

19 Mushrikin One who associates, invokes or worships beirtger dhan or with
Allah: <http://www.islamhelpline.net/node/534 Retrieved September 1,0
2017.

20 Set 3Rumiyah 6(19); 7(6); 9(1); 10(4). Set Rumiyah 9(11); 11(60).
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Figure 5.Us vs. Thenpolarizatior?!

6.2 The Superhero Narrative

The superhero narrative is one of the most popnlaoth magazines.
It is repeatedly proposed imspire but continued inRumiyah to
highlight the superiority of the warrior who is eweed with special
powers and qualities. The images in Figures 6-8nawstly close-up
shots that reveal a compassionate, joyful yetdésanvarrior-hero who
is againskufr* acts.

In images set 1 (Figure 6), the close-up shot efytbung child
behind bars establishes a dialogue with the vialitbough the gaze is
turned away and focused on some other object ar @thought. This
disposition indicates an association with the weadestine placed in
the bottom panel where credible information is pthadOn the whole,
this is a symbolic conceptual structure which fertlexplores the
political nature of the image as a sort of insimatagainst the

2 Set l:lnspire 15(19); 15(22); 15(4); 2(45); 1(54). Set Bumiyah 6(19);
7(6); 9(1); 10(4). Set Rumiyah 9(11); 11(60).

22 Kufr in Arabic means covering and concealing somethiog,in the context
of sharia law terminology it means “not believing in Allah cnHis
Messenger”.  Cf. <http://www.islamicity.org/7691/understanding-ker/
Retrieved Septembef'82017.
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infidels, strengthened by the use of the poladratf the pronouns
your and our. The participants in set 2 (Figure 6) illustratee t
relevance of the role of thiadi superhero who is fearless and ready
to die; his only guide is Allah, hence, the crytloé Islamic principle
“La llaha lllallah”, which translates agHere is no God but AllaF.
In these pictures the use of vectors, which define kind of
proposition that is intended between the actors #ral action,
supports warrior identity; indeed, the actor in tistand and die’
image is set against the ISIS flag in the backgdowhose blackness
marks the realism of the proposition of sacrifitbe superheroes in
the other images of the same set are portrayed usio similar
vectors: a gun and the emblematic one-finger, Ipatimting to the
sky, a gesture which means there is only one Gaul iwhAllah?* A
different perspective is given in image of the pmgysoldier. The
book in his hands emphasizes the more peacefulenatdaith which
needs no weapons or intermediaries. By sittingvsgs, the soldier
deliberately becomes a mere object of contemplatemd faith
becomes the actor.

23 Definition ofLa lllah lllallah. <http://www.danielpipes.org/comments/30463
Retrieved Septembe"82017.
24 Crowcroft 2015. This salute is common in ISI®gaganda, both on the

battlefield and in the final minutes before martyrd It refers to the first half
of the shahada the affirmation of Muslim faith that is reciteafore every
prayer. The reference passage defines the Musltimifasaying that there is
no god but  Allah, and Muhammad is  his  Prophet:
<https://www.ibtimes.co.uk/isis-what-story-behiraglaimic-state-one-
fingered-salute-1506249>. Retrieved September 8th7 2
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Figure 6. Superhero qualities: compassion, rigrgress, sacrificé®

Set 3 images of Figure 7 are yet another represemtaf the
superhero as the protector of women and childrencdor intensity
draws attention to a specific feature in the imatps is the first
element of modality to consider in the text thantiens women. The
color scheme presents natural and soft shadeskfipinaturalistic
backgrounds. The image of the Book is placed irtdpeanel or what
is usually presented as ‘new’ information in terofsproposition,
which in this image is the renewal of life throufgith. The picture
with the plant in the background highlights theetaking role of
women, which consists in beinglavesin the house of Allah and

25 Set 1inspirg 8(13); 9(back cover); 9(36). SetRumiyah 1(1); 3(14); 7(12);
7(22).
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shepherdshat tend to their flock. The caretaking role lsoeextended
to the warrior as declared in tiiéidowsfuchsia-colored picture.

Children are very often the favorite subjects ohgnanages in
both digital magazines; they are seen as poterg@blits who need
training and indoctrination, as shown in the pietuwith the gun and
the one-finger salute. Once again, the repetitibnthe symbolic
gestures begins at a very young age, as a somotégtion measure
against the ‘other’ culture. This is reinforcedlive toddler-with-a-gun
image, which reiterates the conceptual structusé ¢hildren must be
taught to walk in the path of thEawhid Islam’s oneness concept of
monotheism, and must do so as their duty towareis diders. They
evidently do this willingly as their gaze in thimage set demands
attention from the viewer.

Figure 7. The Superhero qualities: protectors aen and childref®

Perhaps the most notably infamous narrative ofstygerhero is its
lone-wolf representation (Figure 8). The frequemd arepetitive
portrayal of this actor is its mysterious and ciypdentity; the lone-

2 Set 3Rumiyah 12(35); 9(20); 9(18); 8(31); 4(32); 2(16).
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wolf's identity must remain undisclosed so thatdamttacks remain
undetected. The gaze, when not hidden behind aido@d never
directed at the viewer, which generally indicatediashce, but it is
turned away in sign of imminent threat. The actorset 3 images
(Figure 8) are dressed in Western-looking attiréctviallows them to
blend in with the general public. They amdban, either businessmen
or similar to hooded rap idols, and they are nekedr Their
environment is the large metropolis, as shown & liackground of
the Jihad picture. Backs turned, heads covered, eyes behind
sunglasses: this is their communication strategyne must know
until they are ready to act.

Figure 8. The Superhero character: the lone Wolf.

6.3 The Brotherhood Narrative

Violence is an assertion of power and is histolycadituated,
“informed by material constraints and incentiveStiimidt/Schréder
2001: 3) or instrumental retribution. The performarof violence is
not just an act of barbarity devoid of meaning, taiher a changing

2 Set 1inspire 9(38); 10(25); 11(14); 15(22).
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form of “meaningful interaction through which adaronstruct social
reality based on available cultural templates §JWD05: 415).
Violence, as pictured in image set 1 of Figuressamething to boast
and brag about, and it comes in numbers and plades.resultof
violenceis victory, symbolized by the use of props: the ,gine flag
and the SUV truck. Set 2 images are taken frometinoagazine pages
that are consistently part of the contents, anathwtalk about training
tactics, terrorist strategies and advice. Set 3jesaepresent the many
pages dedicated to thHeow-to techniques of making weapons and
derailing trains. These are matter-of-fact illustmas that are similar
to those featured in any Western-style magazinegatpout making
tree houses or planting flowers. To facilitate ustending, the
images contain a concept map, notes and instrgciiocompanied by
figures. It is in these pages that visual and Jerkaources are
expertly combined to achieve the desired effeditait® - initiate - act.

Figure 9. Brotherhood in victory numbers and tacfics

28 Set 1:Rumiyah 1(27); 2(18); 3(45); 2(26); 4(15); 3(41). Set Rumiyah
2(12); 4(19); 4(8).
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Figure 10. Brotherhood: how-to expectatioiis.

6.4 The Quest for Significance Narrative

Inspire and Rumiyahmagazines take great pains in drawing attention
to the young Muslim men’s personal cause which istmisn the
search for a re-appropriation of a lost role, aidismed status or a
displaced identity. This narrative, known as thuest for significance
(Kruglanski/Orehek 2011), represents the ideal edf-actualization
and is indeed the leitmotiv running across the parf¢he propaganda
magazines. This quest is pictured in two differavays: as the
continuation of tradition, as shown in image seendl 2 (Figure 11),
and the struggle towards modernity, representedmiages set 3
(Figure 12). Traditional ideology is rooted in Islarepresented by the
ISIS flag (set 2) and ijihad (set 1), away from materialism (set 1); if
you enteifjihad, you make gledge to fight to the deagthnd you abide

29 Set 3inspire 1(18); 2(119; 5(1); 4(25).
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by theHoly Book(set 1). The stories that are told by 8teuhada® or
the martyrs, aretories of victory and patiendget 1), and form the
future Leaders(set 2) who travel on the path of the endlegsh®!
(set 2), or the holy voyage, also a symbol of tlesspge from
childhood to manhood. All of the images in this ae¢ placed in
scenarios that are either naturalistic, with prggaced in the
foreground (guns, flags, horses, SUVs), or moret®jim, such as the
ones representing a voyagkijigh) or the acquisition of religious
knowledge (the books). The one image which stanti$rom the rest
is very similar to a child’s pastel-colored drawiofja fairytale-like
world, where the sun rises behind what looks like Mecca. The
quotation cited in the middle of the page, whidnfigces the promise
of a renewed Islamic dominance, is taken fromSbeahof the Koran
by Al-Bagarah(The Cow) and statesO‘'you who have believed, seek
help through patience and prayer — Indeed, Allahwgh the
patient” .32

30 Shuhada:fttp://hadithanswers.com/the-different-types-oftsma-
martyrs/>. Retrieved August"92017.

31 Hijrah, or jihad by emigration is the migration or journey of Muhaad and
his followers from Mecca to Yathrib, later renam@dhim to Medina, in the
year622 CE: <http://www.frontpagemag.com/fpm/2608i&th-europe-
robert-spencer>. Retrieved August 9th, 2017.

82 Surah Al-Baqaralf2). This is chapter 2 of the Noble Quran (153):
<https://quran.com/2/153>. Retrieved August 9th,7201



112 Margaret Rasulo

aligii

=
BANL

S

Figure 11. The quest for significance: traditién.

The final image set 3 (Figure 12) represents thartedf the terrorists
to convey the idea that they are a modern orgadoizatetworking
with the rest of the world and contributing to ttese with the use of
technology, which corresponds to the truth, as edgpreviously.
Open Source Jihats the most famous page lmspire, with its many
featured networked materials available online sashmagazines,

33 Set 1inspirg 2(11); 5(1);Rumiyah 2(8); 4(24); 4(16); 4(28). Set Rumiyah
1(2); 4(2); 4(16).
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videos, podcasts and dedicated apps; the pagedisitgethe videos
and mobile phone apps dreimiyals digital favorites. Technological
savvy is the protagonist in this image set: hoolbet-wolves are
intent on planning attacks over breakfast as fatier daily routine;

leaflets are distributed to families, videos areeatised like films or

games; captivating cartoon-like apps motivate chiid towards
religious indoctrination and education.
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Figure 12. The quest for significance: moderrity.

34 Set 3Rumiyah 13(42); 6(2); 5(24)inspire, 1(31); 13(4); 14(9); 16(12).
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6.5 Relevance, Frequency, Accessibility

In this section, the findings presented above a&reontextualized
within the popularization concepts of accessihilifsequency and
relevance.

By far the most useful concept and tactic is adb#isg as it
draws on both relevance and frequency. The naesiiVable 1) that
are expertly packaged by the savvy editors of tiggadl magazines
reinforce accessibility of religious and historicancepts so as to
strengthen the resentment against ‘the other’, hdretinfidels,
apostates or crusaders. This complex process iesdlve impactful
reiteration of visual resources that trigger a egugntialimage-
meaningassociation often connoted by verbal resourcefadn) each
image resemiotizes some of the information throungbrmative and
imaginative language devices often containing ialig sayings and
jihadist proclamations that facilitate the cemantabf radicalization
discourse.

The quantitative notion of frequency in images sasured by
the recurrence of the actions deployed in the Visesources. As
images are ‘read’ in particular ways, depending tba semiotic
choices which are made within the image and theéezonfrequency
of these choices is indeed the thrust of the pojzal@gon process
which sparks radicalization drives. In the représgon of the
superhero narrativefor example, the contrasting nature of the warrio
is exhibited by the multiple and at times contragtiepresentation of
warrior roles, consisting in protective and extreriident behaviors.

The brotherhoodand thequest for significance narrativegre
both conduits of relevance as they nurgorecesses of self-realization
and self-worth. The ideals of brotherhood belongess propose a
renewed image of the individual, a new collocatiamthin a
community, and a challenging mission to accomplBimilarly, the
quest for significancenarrative leverages thedntinuity of Islarh
argument in order to legitimizéhad. Significance or relevance in this
context can only be found in the endlégisah towards death and a
life-after-death compensation.



Contagion and Tactical Diffusion of RadicalizatioisEourse 115

7. Conclusion

In attempting to provide a general overview of tkisidy’'s focus
according to the research questions, it can bedstaiat the analysis
and the ensuing discussion, to a good extent, dtsmtion to one of
the study’s initial expectations, that persuasiod aontagion tactics
as exploited in terrorist publications can sparkgthle behavioral
triggers that lead to committing terrorist attadksfact, the study has
shown that in the hands of terrorist media outl#isse tactics can
take on a multiplicity of slants, which is in itbah indication that it is
nearly impossible to verify whether each attaclewent is the actual
result of copycat effect or based on inspiratior@ntagion.
Nevertheless, as conduits of contagion, these nragmzand their
appealing features are used to fabricate radi¢alizaiscourse which
is then disseminated through strategies of frequand repetitiveness
to achieve accessibility of master narratives.

The study has also argued that the Islamist growps, are
more than readily aware of how to turn to their awage the
excessive and even obsessive coverage of terratisicks by
mainstream media, mimic western-style modes of comaoation to
disseminate their propaganda material which heaahtributes to the
creation of a new generation of homegrown terrogstremists.
Indeed, not even the recent setbacks, such as d@heyhoss of
territory and the disaffection of many of their é@n fighters, has
deterred the militant groups from exploiting thecessibility and
practical use of online materials to continue threientless training
and recruitment activity in the hopes of regainisfgength and
credibility (Hoffman 2018). To this purpose, aswgd in the findings
section, the groups leverage the often underesipérsonatjuest
for significance which is a lifetime endeavor for all individuals
including the terrorist warriors, thus making therifs of virtual
recruitment and self-radicalization a constantitgéhly et al. 2016).
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